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As we present this edition of the Hanthana Pawura, | would like to extend my sincere thanks to our members and
the wider AAUPOC community for your continued support and engagement. Your commitment and generosity
enable AAUPOC to remain a strong and activimk between our alumni and our alma mater.

| wish to offer my congratulations and special appreciation to our editor for the dedication and hard work that made
it possible to publish two issues of the Newsletter this year. This achievement represents a significant investment
of time and effort, andwe are truly grateful for this contribution.

This issue reflects the diversity that characterizes our association. Alongside articles covering a broad range of
topics, readers will also find creative contributions, including artwork and poetry. Together, these pieces highlight
the intellectual curiosity, creativity, and cultural richness within the AAUPOC community.

We are also mindful of the difficult circumstances in Sri Lanka following the recent devastating floods and
landslides. The damage to communities, infrastructure, and parts of the university campus has been substantial,
affecting facilities essential to teaching and learning.

AAUPOC will continue to monitor the situation closely, particularly with respect to restoring daip-day educational
activities at the university. As specific needs are identified, we may seek the support of our members to assist with
targeted relief and ecovery efforts. | am confident that our community will respond with compassion and solidarity,
as it always has.

Thank you for your continued support of AAUPOC and our shared mission. '

Niroshan Thanthrige
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Flood Devastation at the University of Peradeniya: A Historic Blow from Cyclone Ditwa

P.C.T Rebuild Perawebsite

Our University, suffered an extensive damage following the recent Ditwibbod, caused by prolonged heavy rainfall
associated with Cyclone Ditwa in late November 2025. Located along the banks of the Mahaweli River, the university
was severely affected as river levels rose rapidly, resulting in one of the most destructive flo@yents in the
RUt qRgea qRYUkt W6RY qYI ! oW

Scale and Nature of the Damage

As the Mahaweli River overflowed, floodwaters inundated large sections of the:
lower campus, submerging academic buildings, administrative offices, student
hostels, laboratories, and sports facilities. Several faculties, including
Agriculture, Veterinary Melicine and Animal Science, and Management,
experienced severe flooding. Classrooms, laboratories, libraries, and office
spaces were rendered unusable due to water damage, mud accumulation, and
contamination. 1

High-value laboratory equipment, research instruments, computers, and
teaching resources were damaged or completely destroyed. In some
departments, years of research data, experimental samples, and specialized
materials were lost, causing serious setbacksto ongoing research and [
postgraduate studies. Key infrastructure such as electrical systems, internal
roads, drainage networks, and water supply facilities also sustained significant
damage.

P.C.T Rebuild Perawebsite

Impact on Students and Academic Activities

At the time of the flooding, thousands of students were residing in campus hostels. As water levels rose, students
were evacuated to safer areas, and several hostels became uninhabitable due to structural damage and sanitation
concerns. While no major injuies were reported, the disaster caused significant disruption to student life and staff
operations. 2

4|Page
HANTHANA PAVURA - VOLUME: 10 ISSUE:2 - January 2026




Academic activities were temporarily suspended, with lectures and examinations postponed. Access to many parts
of the campus remained restricted for safety reasons, affecting teaching schedules, research programs, and
administrative functions.

Financial and Long-Term Consequences

Preliminary assessments indicate that the financial |
losses amount to several billions of Sri Lankan rupees,
covering damage to buildings, equipment, and essential ;
infrastructure. Beyond the immediate economic =

impact, the floods have raised serious concernsabout

academic continuityy particularly in  specialized

faculties such as Veterinary Medicine, which play a
critical role in national education, agriculture, and

public health.

P.C.T Rebuild Perawebsite

Our (AAUPOC) Support and Way Forward

In the aftermath of the disaster, cleanup operations and damage assessments commenced promptly under the
leadership of the University administration. Recognizing the scale of the impact, AAUPOC is working closely with
the university and the mother alumni asociation (AAUP) to extend meaningful support toward repair and restoration
efforts.

While continuing our ongoing scholarship projectye will also take up one selected restoration or repair project
identified from the damage reports received so far. In additiornwe hope to formally request the AAUP to consider
the impact of the recent floods when selecting scholarship recipients , in order to support students who have
been most affected by this disaster.
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AAUPOC ANNUAL COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

A Year of Connection, Culture, and Giving Back

By Niroshan Thanthrige and Dayan Herath

formed with the heartfelt objective of bringing alumni of the University of Peradeniya, along

with their families and friends, together as a vibrant and supportive community in the Ottawa
region. At the core of AAUPOC’s mission is a strong commitment to giving back—particularly through
raising funds to support scholarships for financially needy students of the University of Peradeniya.

The Alumni Association of the University of Peradeniya — Ottawa Chapter (AAUPOC) was

Each year, through a series of thoughtfully planned community activities, AAUPOC members, non-
member community friends, sponsors, and generous donors come together to make this mission a
reality. These collective efforts consistently enable AAUPOC to support 25-30 scholarships
annually, offering meaningful assistance to students who need it most. Beyond fundraising, these
events foster connection, celebrate shared heritage, and strengthen bonds across generations.

The past year was marked by a rich and diverse calendar of activities, each made possible through
the dedication of volunteers and organizing committees who worked tirelessly behind the scenes.
The following highlights capture the spirit and success of these events.

Gee Padura - May

Celebrating Music, Memories, and Togetherness

T/he year began on a joyful and melodious
I note with Gee Padura, held on May 03 at
the Lion’s Hall, Fred Barrett Arena. This
year’s event paid tribute to the legendary and
much-loved Sri Lankan musician Clarence

Wijeywardena, whose music continues to
resonate across generations.

With over 150 participants—including AAUPOC
members and community friends—the
atmosphere was warm, lively, and deeply
nostalgic. The unique format of the evening
encouraged active participation, allowing
attendees to sing along with the band to many of
Clarence’s beloved songs. (Pic. Don Susil)
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Friendly Cricket Match
= July

Strengthening Bonds Through Spor

cherished by Sri Lankans, once again
brought the community together in July

for the annual Friendly Cricket Match
between AAUPOC and the

.Q Ottawa Cricket Club. The

(\/ricket, a sport deeply

match was held at the
picturesque cricket grounds
of the Governor General’s
residence in Ottawa, providing
a truly special setting for the
event.

As always, the game was
played in the spirit of
friendship, sportsmanship,
and mutual respect. Players

and spectators alike enjoyed the excitement of

a closely contested match. After a tight and

A - 8 LR R

engaging game, the Ottawa Cricket Club
emerged as champions for this year.

The match also carried special significance as
part of the Annual Friendship Cricket Cup,
inaugurated in 2022 to commemorate the 10th
anniversary of AAUPOC. The continued
success of this event reflects the strong
relationships AAUPOC has built within the
broader Ottawa community.

Beach Trip — August
A Day of Relaxation, Fun, and Fellowship

ugust brought with it a much-loved

iBeach Trip, as members, families,

and community friends gathered at

Fitzroy Provincial Park for a joyful day

outdoors. Blessed with beautiful weather, the

event provided the perfect opportunity to
unwind and enjoy nature in good company.

The day was filled with a variety of activities,
including delicious barbecue food,
refreshing drinks, games, kayaking, and
karaoke singing. The relaxed setting
encouraged conversation, laughter, and
spontaneous fun, making it a memorable
experience for participants of all ages.




Walkathon Challenge & Health Walk - September

Promoting Wellness and Community Engagement

n September, AAUPOC turned its focus

toward health and wellness with the

Walkathon Challenge and Health Walk,
an initiative designed to encourage members
and community friends to stay active and
engaged.

The Walkathon Challenge invited participants
to push themselves by meeting daily walking
targets over a 10-day period. Those who
successfully met the challenge became

RS

RO ew [ [
S Sl 5 7 gt

eligible to win valuable all-organic food gift
baskets, while every registrant received a
prize, reinforcing the inclusive and
encouraging spirit of the event.

The challenge culminated in a Health Walk
and prize-giving ceremony held at Andrew
Haydon Park. Participants enjoyed a leisurely
walk along the Ottawa River under gorgeous
sunny weather, making the event both
refreshing and uplifting. Adding a special
touch to the day was the musical showcase by
talented guitarists from within the community,
whose performances enhanced the relaxed
and joyful atmosphere.

Hanthana Night - November

A Grand Celebration of Culture and Community

T/he year concluded on a high note with
I Hanthana Night, AAUPOC’s flagship
event and one of the most anticipated
cultural celebrations in Ottawa. Held on
November 15 at the Ukrainian Centre, the
event drew over 250 attendees, making it a
truly grand and vibrant athering.Hanthana
Night showcased an impressive array of
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talents of AAUPOC members and community

friends. The evening also included a delicious
Sri Lankan-style dinner, followed by lively
dancing to DJ-led music, creating an
atmosphere of celebration and togetherness
that lasted well into the night.

ThlS landmark even was a temendous
success, made possible by the tireless efforts
of the organizing committee, performers,
volunteers, sponsors, and supporters. Their
dedication transformed Hanthana Night into a
meaningful celebration of heritage, talent, and
unity. (Pic Don Susil)

Young Hearts, Big Impact
A Student-Led Fundraising Initiative

mong this year’s fundraising efforts

iwas a truly inspiring initiative led by
nine-year-old Nathan Herath, the son

of AAUPOC alumni members. For the second
consecutive year, Nathan designed and
created a beautiful 2026 calendar, featuring
his own original artwork. Continuing the spirit
of generosity shown in his first project, all

proceeds from the calendar sales will be
donated to the AAUPOC scholarship fund,

+ CALENDARK 2026

by Nathan Herath

A Shared Achievement

together with a shared purpose. AAUPOC extends its heartfelt gratitude to all members,

E ach of these events stands as a testament to what can be achieved when a community comes
2

community friends, sponsors, donors, and—most importantly—the volunteers and
organizing committees whose selfless contributions made these activities successful.

Together, we not only celebrated culture and friendship but also continued our collective mission of
supporting students in need. As we look ahead, AAUPOC remains committed to building on this
strong foundation and creating many more opportunities to connect, give back, and grow together.
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< Iindian, Srilankan, South Asian
 J'Vegetables And Fruits.

Indian, Srilankan, South Asian
Groceries.

Special Pooja ltems
Best Weekly Special Sale

Brisk cargo Service.

NOW IN TWO LOCATIONS

62 A, STONEHAVEN DRIVE, 1439; YOUVILLE DRIVE,
KANATA, ON K2M 2Y2 UNIT 14, ORLEANS, ON,
PHONE : 6136722828 KIC 4M8 PHONE>; |
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