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Flooded Prof.Sarathchandra open air theatre.  

Ditwa cyclone caused devastating damages to University of Peradeniya. More details in page 4. 

(P.C. UOP Rebuild Pera website) 
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ÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣќƚШ~ĲƚƚċŊĲ 
 

As we present this edition of the Hanthana Pawura, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to our members and 
the wider AAUPOC community for your continued support and engagement. Your commitment and generosity 
enable AAUPOC to remain a strong and active link between our alumni and our alma mater.  

I wish to offer my congratulations and special appreciation to our editor for the dedication and hard work that made 
it possible to publish two issues of the Newsletter this year. This achievement represents a significant investment 
of time and effort, and we are truly grateful for this contribution. 

This issue reflects the diversity that characterizes our association. Alongside articles covering a broad range of 
topics, readers will also find creative contributions, including artwork and poetry. Together, these pieces highlight 
the intellectual curiosity, creativity, and cultural richness within the AAUPOC community. 

We are also mindful of the difficult circumstances in Sri Lanka following the recent devastating floods and 
landslides. The damage to communities, infrastructure, and parts of the university campus has been substantial, 
affecting facilities essential to teaching and learning. 

AAUPOC will continue to monitor the situation closely, particularly with respect to restoring day-to-day educational 
activities at the university. As specific needs are identified, we may seek the support of our members to assist with 
targeted relief and recovery efforts. I am confident that our community will respond with compassion and solidarity, 
as it always has. 

Thank you for your continued support of AAUPOC and our shared mission. 

Niroshan Thanthrige  

President, AAUPOC  
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Flood Devastation at the University of Peradeniya: A Historic Blow from Cyclone Ditwa 

 

Our University, suffered an extensive damage following the recent Ditwa flood, caused by prolonged heavy rainfall 
associated with Cyclone Ditwa in late November 2025. Located along the banks of the Mahaweli River, the university 
was severely affected as river levels rose rapidly, resulting in one of the most destructive flood events in the 
ŔŰƚƣŔƣƨƣŔŸŰќƚШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЮШ 

Scale and Nature of the Damage  

As the Mahaweli River overflowed, floodwaters inundated large sections of the 
lower campus, submerging academic buildings, administrative offices, student 
hostels, laboratories, and sports facilities. Several faculties, including 
Agriculture, Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science, and Management, 
experienced severe flooding. Classrooms, laboratories, libraries, and office 
spaces were rendered unusable due to water damage, mud accumulation, and 
contamination.  

High-value laboratory equipment, research instruments, computers, and 
teaching resources were damaged or completely destroyed. In some 
departments, years of research data, experimental samples, and specialized 
materials were lost, causing serious setbacks to ongoing research and 
postgraduate studies. Key infrastructure such as electrical systems, internal 
roads, drainage networks, and water supply facilities also sustained significant 
damage.  

Impact on Students and Academic Activities  

At the time of the flooding, thousands of students were residing in campus hostels. As water levels rose, students 
were evacuated to safer areas, and several hostels became uninhabitable due to structural damage and sanitation 
concerns. While no major injuries were reported, the disaster caused significant disruption to student life and staff 
operations. 2  

 

P.C. т Rebuild Pera  Website 

P.C. т Rebuild Pera  Website 
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Academic activities were temporarily suspended, with lectures and examinations postponed. Access to many parts 
of the campus remained restricted for safety reasons, affecting teaching schedules, research programs, and 
administrative functions.  

Financial and Long-Term Consequences  

Preliminary assessments indicate that the financial 
losses amount to several billions of Sri Lankan rupees, 
covering damage to buildings, equipment, and essential 
infrastructure. Beyond the immediate economic 
impact, the floods have raised serious concerns about 
academic continuityуparticularly in specialized 
faculties such as Veterinary Medicine, which play a 
critical role in national education, agriculture, and 
public health.  

Our (AAUPOC) Support and Way Forward  

In the aftermath of the disaster, cleanup operations and damage assessments commenced promptly under the 
leadership of the University administration. Recognizing the scale of the impact, AAUPOC is working closely with 
the university and the mother alumni association (AAUP) to extend meaningful support toward repair and restoration 
efforts.  

While continuing our ongoing scholarship project, we will also take up one selected restoration or repair project 
identified from the damage reports received so far. In addition, we hope to formally request the AAUP to consider 
the impact of the recent floods when selecting scholarship recipients , in order to support students who have 
been most affected by this disaster.  

  

P.C. т Rebuild Pera  Website 

P.C. т Rebuild Pera  Website 
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AAUPOC Annual Community Activities 
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Ȍƶ̡̩ 
       ˱ ̱̟ˢ̣Ȥ ˱Ȼ˿̪Ʒ̞ ̨̡̱̥̱Ŗ 

        ̘ ʴ ̡̳̔ʓ ɗ̍ ˮȌʨ̔ʓ̩ʗ  ̒

            ɖȤǰ̟̞ ˭Ȥ̒ʗ̩̠̞̇ ˯ˆ̱̟ȥ 
 

̠̖̩̚ ̥̪̜ ̪̖̜̒ ̠̇ ˿̗Ĺ ̤̪ȥȤ 

̡̜̥̪ʡ ́̄̔ ̤̪̟ʩ ̤̪̎ ̘ʜ̣ ̱̠˄Ȥ 

̞˿̩ ̘̩̠̜̔ ɨ̗ ̩̠̩̔ ̤̪̱̖ĹȤ 

Ȍƶ̡̩  ŗ̞̩ ̤̪̜ ̱̖̔ ˭̡̪̒Ȥ ˿̟ɻȤ 

 

̠ĸ ˿̟ ˭̖ǯ̟˿ ̤̟̤ʨ̞ ˭̱ɕ 

̨̱̤̤̒ ̡̘̩ Ȍ̞˿̟ ̘ʴ ɗ̱̍ ̜̱Ŗ  

Ȍƶ̡̩ ˿̠̩ ̜̥ ʨ̘̒ĸ ̟̌̌ ˭̱ɕ 

Ȏ˿ ̒̔ ˿̟Ȥ ˭ɽ̖ɻ ̘Ȥˍ̗ ̜̩̱Ŗ 

 

Ǝʨ̒ ̜̩̔ Ȍ̞˿̟ ̨̘̤ ˿Ȏ ˭̒ʚȤ 

Ȍƶ̡̩ ȧ̝ ̱̖́ŗ̞̩ ̔ʜ ̘ʪʠ ɖƷȤ 

Ȏƹ̡̱ɻ ɻȥˆȤ ̱̖̩̱̞̖̩ ̜́Ȥ ̞ɻȤ 

˯̨̤ ̞̌ Ȍʡˆ̖̩ ˿Ƚ̠ĸ ʚȎɺ ̱̔ɻȤ 

 

ļ̤̌ ˭̥̟ ̱̩̚Ȥ̖̌ ̡ǯ̟ ̔ ̖̪Ǭ̱Ǭˍ̤̌  

̡̱̤̐ ȎȤ  ̱Ŗ ̱̩̟̔ĻǬ ̖̪Ǭ̱Ǭ 

˯Ȼ ̡̒ ̘̜Ǜ ˼ʪ̖̌ ˱ǭʚ̡ ˯Ǭ̱Ǭ 

˄̒̌ ̪̱̖̖̔ Ȏĸ ˿Ȏ̠̪ʡ ȥ̜  ̖̪Ǭ̱Ǭ 

 

́˫̡ǯ̟̌ ̡̩̎ ˳ǉȤ 

̜ą̤̤̇˿̜ ̜ǯ ˳̖̩ ̤̪ȥȤ 

˿ɺ̘̩ ̡̱̖̩̱Ȥ ˭̱̠̌ˢ ̥̔ɻȤ 

˹˿̌ ̖̪̱́ɽ ˭ɖ Ȍʚ̱̞Ȥ 

 

˭̡̩̱̟Ȍ ̖ƹ̡ĸ̡Ǭ ̖̪ǭ ̤́˿  

̡̩̱̟Ȍ ̜ʠ ɖɗ ̘̠ ́Ȥ̡̖̩ ˯̒ 

˱̡̤̩ ̟̩̔ ́ȥɻȤ ̤̪̜ ˄̒ ̥ȥ˿ 

̤Ǭ̒ʎ ̡̤Ȥ̞̒ ˹̡̖̩ ȥ̞̒ 
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̤̟̤ʨ ̟̤˿̩̒ 

 

  

- ̤ ̟̤ʨ ̟̤˿̩̒ - ̖ ˫̅ĸĻ̠ɺ̚ ̩̆ǲ ̡̜̩̖˿ ˿̩̓ ̡̨̤ǯ̡ 

̱̩̔Ȥ ˆ˄ʠ ̱ɜ̜̟Ǭ,̖ ˱ ˫ƍ̱Ȥʜ ɗ̱̍ʍ ˮȌʨ̔ʓ̩ʗ  ̒
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